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QUR HOBBY SHOW 


The first H. S. S. Hobby Show will be held in the Lecture Hall on Friday, June 
2nd from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. To assure its success we ask the active cooperation 
of everyone of the Hospital the product of whose hobbies can be exhibited. Do not 
hesitate to enter because you may feel the results of your avocation are not adapted to 
our Lecture Hall. Mr. Keller has assured us that if anyone's hobby is raising beef 
cattle, he would welcome a steer on the hoof on condition that at the end of the Show, 
said steer's steaks could be popped into our deep freezet 


If you intend to enter, and we hope you do, won't you so notify the Public Relations 
Department as soon as possible, stating of what your entry will consist. 


All entries must be brought to the Hospital on Thursday, June lst. Because what you 
may show may be of great value, not only from a momentary but also from a sentimental 
point of view, a watchman will be on duty for the duration of the Show. 
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CHILDRENS' ANNUAL RIDE 


Monday, May 8th, some of the children from Ward 3C went on the Annual Ride so 
designated by the Will of the late Rebecca Witherell. This year's ride was even more 
delightful than the ones of the past. The J.P. Carey Limousine Service took the children 
out to LaGuardia Airport accompanied by a special police escort and they were taken out 
on the field to the runway where they could see the arrival and departure of the scheduled 
flights on that particular afternoon. The children were thrilled beyond words and our 
thanks go to Mr. Paul Keefe, of Keefe and Keefe, for obtaining the Carey Service and to the 

' driver of the limousine for adding that thoughtful touch to the delightful afternoon. The 
children arrived back to the Hospital tired and happy. 


Eiaee aoe 
VOLUNTEERS" TEA 


The Annual Tea and Presentation of Awards to the Volunteers was held in the Lecture 
Hall by the Womens! Auxiliary - Social Service Committee on Monday, May 8th. Volunteers, 
who during the past one, two, or more years have given from 150 to more than 2,000 hours 
of their time to work in this Hospital, received ewards in the form of Pins or Bars for 
their services. Mrs. J. Breckinridge Dayton, Acting Director of Volunteers, presided. As 
she read their names the Volunteers came to the rostrum to receive their awards from Mrs. 


' John H. Reynolds, Chairman of the Womens' Auxiliary. 
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We regret that limitation of space prevents us from publishing here the names and 
hours of service of all who were presented with Pins and Bars. The record, however, shows 
that twenty-three Volunteers received recognition for their services at this ceremony. 

Mrs. Dayton also announced that twenty Volunteers from this Hospital would be recipients of 
Gold Bers from the United Hospital Fund on May 15th at the Hotel Pierre. These Awards 
would be presented to those who, in addition to the initial 150 hours, have given from 500° 


to more than 2,000 hours of service. 


After this Presentation, Mr. Keller briefly spoke to the Volunteers thanking them on 
behalf of the Hospital for their services so cheerfully given and emphasizing the importent 


part they play in the work of this Hospital. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S OFFICE 


Have you noticed the surprised look on Mrs. Ellen Brehm's face these days? Well, 
we will enlighten you and tell you that she has won the first prize in the letter writing 
contest sponsored by the Associated Hospital Service in commemoration of their 15th 
Anniversary. The theme of the contest was "What Blue Cross Means to Our Patients and Our 
Hospital". Mrs. Brehm's letter was selected from the many that were sent in by various 
voluntary hospitals in the Greater New York area. 


There is a lot more to this letter than appears on the surface. The notice of the 
contest came into the Director's Office and Mrs. Brehm posted it on the bulletin board so 
thet it could be seen by all the employees. It caught the always roving eye of Mr. Keller, 
our Director, and he knowing Mrs. Brehm's creative mind asked her to submit a letter. 

So the following Sunday Mrs. Brehm sat down in the quiet of her New Jersey home and went to 
work. Lo and behold! she came out with the winning letter! We thought, ourselves, that 
her letter was good, when we read it and we are glad that the Committee agreed with us. 

The following are the prizes awarded to Mrs. Brehm: Amelia Earhart luggage from Abraham & 
Strauss, Hearn - $50 Gift Certificate, Deknatel Simulated Pearl Necklace and Bracelet, 
McKesson & Robbins-Town Travel Kit Box of Tiffany deluxe stationery, American Safety Razor— 
Pocket. Lighter, One pair of tickets to a current RKO Radio picture on Broadway and the 
Hospital also received some gifts! Mrs. Brehm and Mr. Keller accepted their Awards at-a 
luncheon at which Mr. Harold Stassen was the Guest Speaker. 


P.S. Mrs. Brehm blushed in her usual cute manner when she was called to the dais to 
receive her Awards. Teliet'e 


SeBBREBt 
WHY WE ARE CALLED THE HOSPITAL FOR SPECIAL SERVICE 


Frequently, our hospital has been aptly referred to as the Hospital for Special 
Service instead of the Hospital for Special Surgery. 


Here is a case in point which explains the reason why persons make a play on the 
name. 


Within the past week, the hospital has received a letter from a person residing in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. He writes, "Just a few lines to express my deep appreciation for the 
kind and generous treatment extended by Mrs. Dermady and Miss Orens to a priest friend of 
mine. I requested Father D. to visit my aunt and how blamed stupid of me, I did not tell 


him her name. Father D. wrote me a few days ago at length and explained to me what courageous 


end untiring efforts these ladies went to to locate my aunt." 


Well, here is what happened. 


-—% 


The only information that Father D. had wes that the aunt lived in the Bronx and 
was suffering from some back condition. Mrs. Dermady and Miss Orens at the time of, St On 
call were very busy and could have easily, and probably justifiably, given him the rushcorf 
by telling him to write again to the nephew to find out the name. Instead, they went right to 
work fingering through all the admission slips to see if they could get a clue, but none was 
evident. They then started calling the various pavilions and wards. Again there was no clue. 
Mrs. Dermady then recalled the case of a lady who was suffering from a back condition and for 
whom it was necessary to send an ambulance to her residence at 200th Street. She called up 
the floor to see if this particular patient had a nephew in Carlsbad, New Mexico. Lo! and 
behold! That was the patient Father D. was looking for. The writer of the letter quotes 
his aunt as writing, "I'll never know how, without my name, he, Father D., was ever able to 


locate me in a big hospital." 


Another case in point. About six months ago, I, inadvertently, was present at the Main 
Information Desk when a similar situation occurred. A man, who could not speak Inglish 
very clearly, wanted to visit a ward patient. He could not recall the patient's name. 
Even though it was difficult to understand him, Miss Wright persisted in drawing him out until 
she got from him that the patient was a fellow workman and was here for an injury to the arm. 
Here again might have been a good excuse for the "brush-off*, but Miss Wright got busy on the 
phone calling the male wards to see what patients might have had a recent operation on the arm. 
After a little trouble, the patient was located. 


Such consideration as illustrated by these two stories is tHe probable reason why our 


hospital is often referred to as the Hospital for Special Service. 
F. Wilson Keller 
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It is with deep regret that the Director accepted the resignation of Miss Agnes Howard, 
our Out-Patient Department Supervisor, to take effect the middle of July. Miss Howard has 
endeared herself to everyone on our hospital staff and she will be greatly missed by all. 
She is going home to Canada to live with her family. 


We have been fortunate in persuading Miss Myrtle Rathburn in the Nursing Department to 
accept Miss Howard's position. We wish them both success in their new endeavors. 


FEB 


In Janusry this year, at Mr. Keller's suggestion and with his help, the R & C was 
disinterred and rejuvenated. It has appeared five times and has received an increasingly 
cordial reception. We hope and believe it is here to stay and our efforts are now to con- 


tinually make it a better paper. 


With this idea in view—to give it a better appearance,to publish more interesting news 
of and by the Hospital staff and personnel an Editorial Board has been formed. The initial 
members of this group are:- Mrs. Ellen Brehm, Miss Esther Alessandrini, Miss Lee Morrison, 
Mrs, Olive Fischer, Miss Ellen Brady and Miss Katharine Holstead. 


We ask your cooperation, not only in supplying news for publication but by suggestions and 


critisism as to how you think the R & C can be improved. 
J.C.H. 


FEBEBEHHHHE 
FLASH-~ LAST MINUTE NEWS FROM INFORMATION DESK. 


Dr. Thomas Hoen flew to Europe on May 16 for a 48-hour visit to deliver a lecture on Neuro- 
Surgery. Dr. Henry B. Kirkland has been down in Houston, Texas this last month and saw Doctors 
Donovan and Parrish there. He said they were well set-up and getting along nicely and sent 
regards to all. 
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ON EXAMINATIONS 


The recent battle of wits known as the Part I Examination of the American 
Board of Orthopedic Surgery, in which five of the orthopedic residents were contes- 
tants, leads us to consider the subject of Examinations. 


There ere several types of examinations; to name a few there are: Bar 
examinations: these do not concern us, professionally, unless equipped with a brass 
rail. Physical Examinations: Censored! Orthopedic Board Examinations. 


These latter are given in two Parts. Part I is given after one or two years 
of orthopedic training and is designed basically to see whether the prospective 
orthopedists can get to West 168th Street before 8 A.M. and can borrow $50.00. Part 
II is given after one or two years of Practice and its object is to give all ex- 
orthopedic Residents a chance to talk old times over. 


‘Fach Part is divided into a written exam and oral exam. The first is 
provided for those with laryngitis or post-throidectomy paralysis of the vocal cords, 
the latter for men with illegible handwriting or for bilateral above-elbow amputees. 


The Examinations may be grouped under two headings for purposes of analysis: 


Type A or GOOD examinations. 
Type B or BAD examinations. 


The A type are, by coincidence, easy: The B type are not. 


Since the Type A evams are always passed they concern us no further. The Type 
B exams may be bed for one or more of the following reasons: 


1. Those relating to the examiner: 


A. The examiner is not a Gentleman 

B. He had a bad night 

C. He needs a psychiatrist 

D. He is having trouble with his wife 
E. He read a book 

Fs He can't write English 

G. He is out to get you 


II. 


ITI. 


Those due to equipment 


A. Question sheet illegible 
B. Student's pen not working 
1. Needs new point 
2. Out of ink 
C. Room is noisy 
1. Nearby student's pen scratches 
2. Someone has a cold 
D. Windows open too wide 
E. Windows not open wide enough 
F. Chair is uncomfortable 
G. Examinee runs out of cigarettes and/or matches 
H. Examinee gets hungry in the middle of the exam. 


Those relating to student 


A. Never due to student 


From the foregoing brief analysis of a complex subject, the perspicacius 
student may derive an infallible means of passing all exams, vis; if it is an A 
type of exam no preparation is required. Ome needs only one of the following: a 
crystal ball or a competent tea-leaf reader. If neither is available and the student 
is a devotee of wagering, he may flip a coin; he will be right 50% of the time and 
that is almost passing. 


If it is type B examination, caution demands some preparation. Equipment 
must be ehecked and should include the following: 


1. 
2. 
3. 


Two pens 

Bottle of ink 

Foam rubber cushion 

Magnifying glass for reading illegible papers 

Cotton for the ears——- if cotton is too noisy, use gum. (What if it 
is wet - you want to pass, don't you?) 

Carton of cigarettes —- don't forget matches 

Two roast beef sandwiches on rye (bread) 

Suitcase for the above 

Porter for the above. 


Examiner must be checked: 


1. 
26 


Who is the examiner? - go back to crystal ball 

If he is not a Gentleman, give up 

Has he seen a psychiatrist lately? 

Tickets to South Pacific the night before the exam is to be written 

Buy all his books - at a handsome profit to him 

If time is available take a course in Inglish at his Alma Mater, if 
not, send him a copy of Basic Inglish 

If he is out to get you, refuse to write the exam, take it next year 
— what's $50.00? 


The only known alternative to the above set of directions is for the student to 
study assiduously until he knows as much as the examiner; this interferes with sleep but 
is reputedly very effective. 


H.W. 
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THE NIGHTINGALES CHIRP THAT... 


On April 23, Wards 4B, 4C and 5A were entertained with hymns by the 
choir of the Church of the Covenant.....e..e..+-Florence Nightingale Memorial 
Services were held on May 7, at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. The 
following nurses from Special Surgery Hospital participated in the ceremony: 
Misses McMullen, Clymer, Goetz, Simonds, Halsted and Brady.ceereereeecceeces 
A cocktail party was recently held in honor of Miss Rita St. Pierre and her 
fiancee Mr. Gerald LePage of the Canadian Consulate in New York by her sister, 
Mrs. Carlton Sawyer. Rita and Gerald plan to be married some time in June... 
Miss Jean Siemenski became the bride of Mr. Charles Bracht on March 18. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. Joseph Brady at St. Agnes Church. Mrs. Bracht 
has resumed her duties as Charge Nurse of 3C.......-------Among some of the 
tourists to view the cherry blossoms at Washington, D.C. recently were: 
Margaret Higgins, Helen Perrin, Dorothy Quasdorf, and Mary AlbinS..eesseesese 
Mrs. Williams of 3C should be very proud. Her son, Tommy Cannon, will be 
celebrating his 25th year at Hospital for Special Surgery. Tommy with his 
welcome smile and readiness to help make him a great assetecerceccccseecceces 
Miss Margaret Freeman, a former assistant in the Nursing Office, and who re- 
signed on December 6, 1949, was married in London, England, on December 20,1949, 
to Dr. Hubert Brock. She is missed by her co-workers and friends who are wish- 
ing her every happiness in her new life and surroundings..........We are sorry 
to hear that Grace Markert is leaving the Main Operating Room in June. Pasquale 
is coming home and they will soon be Mr. and MrsS....eeeseeeeeeeeetne late 
Alex Meyer, who worked on Pavilion 5, is greatly missed by all who worked with 
him. It is not generally known, but Alex had a very interesting career. A 
former wrestler, he was said to be one of the strongest men in the world........ 


Se eww ies 


The Patient's Corner 


Carl Ackerman, Head of Journalism at Columbia University, was one of 
our noted patients in Pavilion 3. 


Another distinguished patient was Jones Harris, son of Ruth Gordon, 
the actress, and Garsen Kanin, the Director. 


Those who knew smiling Georgie Beltram, a patient on Ward 4A, will be 
happy to know that he arrived home safely. He flew to Mexico taking along a 
wheel chair and walker, but from the reports received from the delighted family 
he is progressing rapidly, for he is walking with the aid of crutches. 


WH 


SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


Several days ago, Mrs. Dervend, Director of Social Service, was invited 
to speak before the Spring meeting of the United Hospital Fund Conference Group on 
Convalescent Care. Her subject covered the relationship between hospitals and con- 
valescent homes. She demonstrated the relationship by presenting some of our hos- 
pital and social service cases. The talk must have been most informative and well 
delivered because days later she received numerous phone calls complimenting her on 


her most interesting end successful discourse. In fact, a Norwegian doctor com- 
mented that this was the first time he understood clearly the necessity of a 
smoothly functioning program between hospitals and eonvalescent homes, and the 
importance of good cooperétion between them. We, the members of her staff, regret 
not having had the opportunity of hearing the talk. 


Music Lovers Please Note 

Everyone at HSS knows that Marjorie Jonas has a keen interest in concert 
singing and possesses a lovely, melodious voice. She is an active member of the 
Schola Cantorum and through it has experienced a number of interesting events. In 
the early part of the year, the Metropolitan Opera Guild thought it would be an 
interesting experiment to introduce excerpts of a new opera to its members, thus 
developing their interest and understanding of it before its formal presentation at 
the Opera House. The Schola Cantorum was requested to assist four opera stars in 
the presentation of passages from Moussorgsky's opera "Khovanchina". The opera was 
later presented successfully several times at the Opera House. Recently, the Schola 
Cantorum has again distinguished itself by making a Columbia recording of Bach's 
"Motet and Chorales™. The recording is now available in album form és well as in 
long playing records. 


Murder in the Rose Garden 

The garden was young and blooming. Its tiny rosebushes peeped above the 
ground braving the still icy blasts of a belated winter. To Miss Verah Foster it 
brought a vision of balmy spring days with the fragrance of roses in full bloom. 
Suddenly, there was e shrisking of sirens and a clanging of bells. The noise 
thundered closer and closer until a crunching of heavy wheels filled the air. 
Hoses scraped along the ground, water poured out in heavy gushes forming muddy 
grooves, and men clambered up and down ladders shouting orders and trempling the 
ground. Then silence gredually descended upon the little garden. What a sad sight 
it was! The young and blooming garden was dead -- crushed to death by the ponder- 
ous weight of the fire equipment. And, oh, the irony of it! Was there a fire? No! 
It was merely a fire drill held by the town's volunteer firemen!! 


it 


AMONG OURSELVES 


We are sorry to hear that Mary Connelly, daughter of our Vatherine Connelly, 


Fifth Floor Cafeteria, was admitted to Flower-Fifth Avenue Hospital on May 15th. We 
hope she will soon be well...........-...The Dietary Department is undergoing in- 
stallation of a new floor in the kitchen. This is to be & non-skid type of flooring 
which should help in accident prevention as well as sprucing up the appearance of 
our kitehen.............Helen Antman, physiotherapist of the Cerebral Palsy Clinic, 
left HSS on Muy 8th to assist with the cerebral palsy classes as P.S. 118. The 
staff and patients of our Cerebral Palsy Clinic will miss her and wish her every 
SUCCESS. .++ee-2-e----Grace Colelli of Dr. Wilson's office has just returned from 
sunny Florida after a stay of ten days at Daytona.............-Mr. Daniel Bohleber, 
Receiving Department Head, was opereted on May lst. He is now recuperating at home. 
Meanwhile, his assistant Joseph Sessler is carrying on until Mr. Bohleber's return. 
We are glad to report he is well on the road to recovery and hope he will be able 
to attend his only son's wedding on Saturday, May 13th. We congratulate Mr. and 
Mrs. Bohleber and wish the Junior Bohlebers much happiness...........-..-Milton 


Simon, as of April 29th, legelly changed his name to Milton Peritz, the name of 
his step-father. Girls--don't foreget--uddress all your letters to Milton Peritz, 
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PERSONALITIES 


While sitting in the Snack Bar one afternoon, a group of the girls and 
I spoke to Dr. Otakar Machek of the Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation Department of 
the happenings in the Hospital and the World, and then, before Dr. Machek knew what 
had happened, he was giving us his life history up to the present time. I shall 
endeavor to tell it to you as it was told to us. 


Dr. Otakar Machek was born in Vienna, Austria, hot too many years ago. 
Shortly afterwards, his family moved to Bratislava and then to Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
He went to elementary and high school and then to the Charles University in Frague 
where he received his medical training. He studied and lived under the threat of 
wer -— and when it came - it swallowed up his little country. Dr. Machek fought with 
the anti-tank unit and then es a fighter pilot for the Royal Air Force for a period 
of five years. 


The end of the war, 1945, found him in England. At that time, the British 
Government offered the people of Czechoslovakia the chbice of returning home or be- 
coming subjects of britain. Dr. Machek returned home, and while continuing his 
studies, the City of Prague gave a ball for the wen of the R.A.F. Here he met the 
women who, in 1947, was to be his wife. He received his degree at the end of 8 year. 
The end of the war found the government of Czechoslovakia in new hands. To accept 
the offer of the British Government would mean to give up the country that had 
sheltered him and given him an educetion; to demy the offer would mean the would 
have to renounce all that he held dear - Civil Libertiss. He chose to wait and, 
late in 1947, he applied for and won a fellowship to New York University. A fellow- 
ship is obteined on a highly competitive basis, and it was understandable why this 
was accepted with great joy and anticipation. 


Eighteen months ago, Dr. Machek wes blegswva with the birth of a baby boy 
--and in March, 1950, we were blessed with Dr. Mache! 


Hit 
ALUMNI NEWS 


Dr. Edward Kamen paid us a visit on May 6 while in New York to visit his 
mother, who is & patient at Memorizl Hospital. Since the first of the year, Dr. Kamen 
has been associated with Dr. Winthrop Pheips in Baltimore. 


Also stopping off on 42nd Street the same day (he suid he dropped in "just 
for fun") was Dr. Whitfield Larrabee who reports that Dr. Turco is honeymooning in 
New Orleans and that otherwise things are quiet in the Nutmeg State. 
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Foreign News 


Dr. Philip D. Wilson was invited by the Royal College of Surgeons, England, 
to deliver the Robert Jones Lecture on Muy 3rd. He had a colored sound movie made 
on the Bone Bank, which was previewed here in April for the benefit of the staff and 
for the Board of Managers. Dr. Wilson was also giving a talk on Organization for 
Cerebral Palsy before the Chartered Society of Physiotherapists of London. Mrs. Wilson 
accompanied Dr. Wilson and plans to spend sometime in France. 


e/o Accounting Uffice!.......seseeeeeeeeethere has been an invisible quarantine 

sign on the Accounting Uffice door for the past couple of weeks. Rene Alessandrini 
was sent home with a mild case of the Mumps! - Horrors - and the Medicos tell us 
that incubation period is seventeen days, during which another case could develop! 
Needless to say, all members of the Accounting Uffice are keeping their fingers 
crossed until May 15th comes around!...... 


FREER 


COME ON ALL YOU WEALTHY EMPLOYEES.............-our campaign for funds for the 
Greater New York Drive is lagging. We know you are all broke; so are we. You 
had to give at home? That's the Red Cross drive. Taxes took all your money? 
That was two months ago. You owe bills? The sheriff's after us too. Im fact, 
this department went to the bank last payday, came back to the office and 
handed two tucks to our chairman before any creditors could get on our neck. 
You can all help in the same way. Spare your department head the trouble of 
asking over and over again by contributing now. Campaign closes on May 25th. 
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"STRIKE IT RICH" FOR SPECIAL SURGERY 


The staff might be interested in the story of & former patient. Mrs. 
Patricia Mueller de Nooyer of Passaic, New Jersey, who was a winning contestant on 
the radio quiz show "Strike It Rich" on Tuesday, May 9th. While a patient in Room 
31, Mrs. de Nooyer observed the interest shown by Ward 3A patients in a radio tempo- 
rarily loaned for their use. She decided that someday, when she could afford it, 
she would give these patients a radio for their permanent pleasure. Recently, Mrs. 
de Nooyer wrote to the producer of the "Strike It Rich" program expressing 4 desire 
to "Strike It Rich" for the benefit of the Hospital for Special Surgery. To her own 
surprise and pleasure, Mrs. de Nooyer was chosen as a contestant, appeared on the 
program and won enough money to buy a radio for Ward 3A. This VTYadio will be 
delivered soon and we know how much pleasure it will bring to our patients. Our 
sincere thanks to Mrs. de Nooyer for her resourcefulness and generosity. 


FARRAH 


NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN...........Neverly McCloud has recently joined the Dietary Staff 
and is now working in the Salad Unit of the Main Kitchen......Miss Mary Albin, 
Cafeteria cashier, had a very interesting and enjoyable trip to Crystal Caverns 
in Pennsylvania.....Mr. Mike Folger, a former employee, visited his old friends 
and had lunch with them in the Employees' Cafeteria.....Joseph Tucker, formerly 
a Bus Boy is now with the Cooking Staff in the Main Kitchen.......Carmelo Agosto, 
a faithful employee in the Main Kitchen, has just received his New York Drivers 
License.......Charles Gillard, our cook, is taking a flying trip to Baltimore 
to visit his brother. 


MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT reports that John LaMonica, former elevator operator, visited 
all his old friends recently.........glad to hear that Aubrey Gale has been 
dropped from thd sick list......we hear Mr. Bohleber is also up and around. 
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